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Jersev plans. No amendment of the Articles, he thought, "leaving
the States In possession of their sovereignly could possibly an-
swer the purpose/' On the other hand, the "amazing extent5' of
the United States discouraged him from thinking that any
^general sovereignty" could be substituted.
At present the natural impulses in men which everywhere
maintain governments were more favorable in America to the
states than to the general government The states had an active
and constant interest in maintaining themselves and in increas-
ing their power. Demagogues in the states hated the control of
the central government, and the citizens felt less anxiety over
dangers to the government of the whole country than over
dangers to their own states. Suppose the central government
collapsed, there would still be the state governments to which
the citizens were accustomed. The whole force of habitual at-
tachment in the overwhelming number of the people was to the
states, not to the Confederation, Many men had an interest in
honors and emoluments they could obtain from the individual
states, but there was nothing of the sort to be expected from the
United States, "All the passions then we see, of avarice, ambition,
interest, which govern most individuals, and all public bodies,
fall into the current of the States, and do not flow in the stream
of the General Government." This had always been true in con-
federacies, and must be true in America so long as the states
continued to exist
"How then are all these evils to be avoided? Only by such a
compleat sovereignty in the general government as will turn
all the strong principles & passions above mentioned on its side."
The New Jersey plan would not serve. It set up what amounted
to rival sovereignties, 'The general power whatever be its form
if it preserves itself, must swallow up the State powers, otherwise
it will be swallowed up by them." Hamilton was himself for
going further than either the New Jersey or the Virginia plan,
and doing away with the states altogether. "He did not mean
however to shock the public opinion by proposing such a meas-
ure," He assumed, like all the delegates, that the people would
not accept it,
The one obstacle he saw to a truly national, a consolidated,
government was the size of the United States. What would
induce men of fortune and ability to leave their houses and

